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EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY
OWNED AND OPERATED
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CALL NOW

FOR HOUSE BUYING & SELLING NEEDS.

BALJINDER
SANGHA reactor:

(Certified Condominium Specialist)

403.680.3212

BSANGHA.REALTOR@GMAIL.COM
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¢ Auto Insurance
¢ Home Insurance
o Life Insurance

o Critical illness

¢ Car Loans

AMANDEEP S. RANIA
Immigration Consultant

+1 (403) 436-6000
+1 (403) 406-2004

info@jfsimmigration.com

#2264 4310 104 Ave NE. Calgary, Alberta T3N 1W2
www.jfsimmigration.com

RCIC

u;: J

= Residential
® Investment

3115 12th St
i nfo@insta

Sherjang Singh Rana
416.910.9000

» Disability Insurance

¢ Business Insurance
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Insta Realty

We are Hiring New &

Experienced Realtors.
We can also help you to get Realtor License.

We provide following Services:

s Commercial eBusiness esLand
* Property Management Services

Book Your New Dream Home with our team in Savanna,
City Scape, Red Stone, Corner Stone, Home Stead, Cochrane

@222 PUNJAB INSURANCE INC.

e Life Insurance e Mortgage Insurance e Critical lliness
Insurance e Disability Insurance ¢ RESP, RRSP

www.punjabinsurance.ca

+ Frete feRaH
o afectas feman feRen
o fmififiset féRem

o fewoR fERaR
Call us for FREE Insurance Quote

BT J | - huredt ge3

CONGRATULATIONS

. 9 0 0

OVER
REALTORS
it HlomeLife

SR Y
Realty Inc.. Bwkcmu i

005-913-8500

11775 Bramalea Rd # 201, Brampton
CARCEA
3 BROTHAERS g

Paramjit Plaha

2954.4444

= paramjit@paramjit.ca
@ paramijit.ca

210 - 2323 32 Ave NE
Calgary AB T2E 623

1 &
REAL ESTAT
wwee i

Sandeep Ahuja
416.660.1010
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® 13 A& 3 w3fad, AMfAA, AfSwaad M3 At 93637 & AMGUS
ALPHAONE -— o -
PHYSIOTHERAPY (X HJJTdT EF" MM
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to book Call

403-768-3000 ATE, O e m

AINE difee A9 AgS (39i2) (23912) (S@arat) (S5g=q) festirar (Urrre)
108, 78 Saddlepeace Manor NE , Calgary | info@alphaphysio.ca 416-817-7142 416 902 9372 403-455-4220 604 760 4794 204-881-4955 +91-92167-29598

T~ Open 7 Days A Week -

New Hours Mon To Fri 9am to 9 pm and 10 am to 6 pm Weekends ||z

10% Discount on OTC Products with this coupon | LS
EXP : Dec 31, 2023 | LIMIT : 1 Coupon per Visit Free Dellve In NE

AT
\Ilg'
é‘

e Blister Packaging e Service in English, Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi Fast,
e Servicing This Community Since 2004 e 50 Puls Years of Dispensing Experience H““’I““FW-
o Sf@&HeT UAfHar o nigewt, (amdt, 9w 3 fav few e Quway g?r“‘:c;f"
Apinder Aujla ® 2004 3 AT fET ¢ 50 A% 3 ST € HGET IAIT :
#1150, 4818 Westwindus
S CUUN Drive NE. Calgary Ll 4 Bt ]i]1] B.ScPharm

@ urban

//VI"

&@State Farm ¢ onday - Frday 9am to 5:30pm

. 4 @ IS NOW Weekends: All Other Times
b T Only Appointments
R ; Yo 7 o A () Desjardins =%
‘ | DirRECT : 4D03-629-6257 L @l s NS o
\ 4851 Westwinds Drive NE, R S dh
403-827-6257 ||| Sue17, Cagary ApT2)44 | *HOME  *DISABILTY * VEHICLE FINANCE
s 103568 iggyo *AUTO  *RRSV  * CRITICALILLNESS omi 3 Agent l.I
Enal: onisit@esarrooml LFE_“RESP* MUTUAL FUNDS PLETIOCN

) i Chartered Professional Accountant
FINTRAC Registration/Compliance

Senics fo Noney Ecange Busness o Accounting e Tax ¢ Business Adwsory
LTI G Accouning  Financial o Steements  Prsone T CorporateTax | 3075 fok Eof 37 ¢ foeom

Money Exchange Business
Ne“!  Sr—— Incorporation s Payroll Busmess Auvisory o New Busmess Starlups QUK W W@?ﬂ

Suite 218, 7 Westwinds Cres NE, Calgary, AB T3J 5H2 Park Plaza (Besides Prairie Winds Park)
Ph: (403) 271-5100, Fax: (403) 271-5171 Ew:g;?tg?;v";:ﬁgggg:’;z;a

- 1) SECURELIFE
(\_S/‘v INSURANCE AGENCY INC.
NOW HIRING Y'Y

NEW & EXPERIENCED ADVISORS
Ravinderjit Basra

416-845-6232

www.securelifeinsurance.ca
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Publisher
Pro-People Arts Project
Media Group 29
Mapleview Ave, Brampton
Ontario, CA, L6R 1M2

Managing Director
Devinder Toor, Toronto
416-902-9372

ppapmg@gmail.com

Chief Editor
Harbans Singh
416-817-7142

ppapmg@gmail.com

Editor
Master Bhajan Singh
Calgary (Alberta)
403-455-4220
btarksheel@gmail.com

Editor
Dr. Hardeep Singh Atwal
Cambridge (Ontario)
416-209-6363
deephsingh@gmail.com

Chief advisor

Buta Singh Nawan Shahr

(Punjab)
946-347-4342
atoozed@gmail.com
Dr. Kuldeep Singh (Punjab)
+91 98151 15429
kuldip_1961@yahoo.com

Literary Advisor
Haripal
Calgary (NE) Alberta
403-714-4816
haripalharry2016@gmail.com

Parminder Swaich
Surrey (BC)
604-760-4794

pswaich@hotmail.com

Jasvir kaur Manguwal
Winnipeg
204-881-4955
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elufilrretuiied 55 HMP CUSTOM CABINETS LTD.

PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Specialist in : Custom Kitchen, Bars, Washroom
Specialistin:  www. hmphome.com
Built Garage 5t draw g wet daw 39 Gusa, |

Vanity, Closet & All Commercial Mill Work
Garage Door Opener & Install PXER-FinE T aE S E St rd ey

Wi -- -I-’ ' !dtdb I
I ! ¢ _é/
New Garage Door S ¥r ¥5 5% ugt o e g y

Repair Old Garage Door % ug & e o WAt dt

Roofing, Fence, Deck - : 8 <5
New Houses Framing deaaes & H FIYE HEt 5 a7

Old House Extension & any other add on construction Work

Free Estimate Paul Sekhon: 403-701-4947

AWEST COAST

Ad yove & Truss LD,

CusTom PRODUCTS AND SERVICES QFFERED : j
+ Pre-Engineered Roof and Floor Trusses

+ Metal Web Floor Trusses

+ Custom Heavy Timber Trusses and Timber Framing Kits
+ Curved Roof and Ceiling Trusses

+ Curved Timber and Laminated Joists

+ Curved Fascias and Trims

« Pre-Fab Barreled and Double Barreled Vaulted Cellings . .
+ Pre-Fab Dome and Elliptical Ceilings - h
+ Structural Engineering and Inspection Services (BC, Alberta & Saskatchewan)

(604) 580-3275
778) 896-7194

|

|

s S :i ,‘
Paul, Sekhon 403 829-50_00 Q!
Bay 11 2316 27 Ave. NE, Calgary

Ph. : 403-701-4947

SAVANNA

Market Dental

Dr. Amerjot Kler | Dr.Kam Sahota | Dr.Aman Cheema
202/204 9036 St NE
Calgary, Alberta T3) 2E3 4035904888

www.savannamarketdental.com

10230-120 Street Surrey, BC, V3V 4G1

www.westcoasttruss.ca | info@westcoasttruss.ca

For Honest and Best Results
Please Call :

Cell. (403)-680-1895

Fax. (403)-457-1216
Email : taranmand@shaw.ca

Est. 1989

The Mortgage Centre

Access to Multiple Lenders Including major banks

* New Purchase * Refinance * Preapprovals
* Debt Consolidation * New Immigrants
* Self Employed

Sukhvinder S Toor

Mortgage Associate
The Mortgage Centre Elevo Mortgages

Cell : 403-919-1444
Office : 403-264-7750 | Fax : 403-264-7752 -
Elevo Mortgages Unit 210, 6424-36 Street NE, Calgary, AB T31 4C8

Taranjit 'T.J." Mand

Real Estate Associate

Max Value Reality .
JI@ Reliance /Legal Group LLP
FORMERLY KNOWN AS SINGH & PARTNERS LAW OFFICE

Commonwealth Centre Barristers, Solicitors and Notary Public

Unit 1101, 3961-52" Ave.N.E.

Email : toor.s@mortgagecentre.com | www.toormortgage.com

Calgary, AB T3J 0J7 Our law group practices in
MMIGRATION | | ReALestare ||  smALLBUsINEss | .

popcatons o Faniy lss || copiornenasoin || - somemasas, | 'Tel, ¢ 403-285-7070)
and APPEALS, Land Development Agreements and Incorporations

PERSONAL INJURY (Car Accident Claims)
NO LEGAL FEES UNTIL RECOVERY

Our clients include small businesses, public companies, builders, land developers, charitable organizations and individuals. We donate part of our fees to Alberta Children Hospital

* Experienced lawyers, caring, confidential * Reasonable fees
* Free Initial Consultation * Weekend & Evening Appointments (available upon request)

Condominium Projects

Skilled Workers, Investors, WILLS & ESTATE

Refugee Claims FORMATION OF

PUBLIC COMPANIES

CRIMINAL LAW
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION

Arundhati Roy wins the 2023
European Essay Prize for lifetime
achievement
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Sandhu G Construction Ltd.

Preparation- Shower Base - Water Proof

We can install Ceramic Tiles & Marble,Back Splash Tiles,
Tiles on Walls, Kitchen,Washroom or anywhere in Home.
You can upgrade your Kitchen or Washroom
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PRICED RIGHT AND DONE RIGHT :d

WWW.ACLASSGRANITE.ORG

* KITCHEN COUNTERS e« STAIRCASES
* INSTALLATIONS
* REPAIRS

* VANITIES
* FIRE PLACES

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

MALKIT

778 889 9526
#48,49 13315 115 Ave Surrey
Office: 604.496.6746
m.swaich@aclassgranite.org
www.aclassgraniteltd.com

’Garmarl'w:mymfwsa
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MAROK LAW OFFICE

Always Taking You Forward

KHALSA GOLLECTION
{/ CULTURAL

RELIGIOUS -

Gutka Sahib,
Gurbani Radio &
USB, Gatka &
Dumalla Shaster

Wall Decor,
Musical Instruments,

Religious &

Cultural Accessories

Loose fabric,
Gents & Ladies
Stitched suits,

Dastaar,

Shawl & Lohi

) +1587-917-0807

UNIT 3210 2ND FLOOR, 4310 104 AVE NE, CALGARY, AB
@ WWW.KHALSACOLLECTION.CA
@@} KHALSACOLLECTIONCALGARY

UTENSILS
Sarabloh,
Copper,
Steel & Clay

WEDDING ITEMS
All types of
wedding needs,
Apparel &
Jagoo rental,
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www.careinc.ca
Calgary Store: #124 - 4774 Westwinds Drive N.E., Calgary Alberta, Canada
Phone: 403-605-6300 Fax : 403-536-4057 Email : calgary@careinc.ca
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Advice from

© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2023.

someone you trust.
Life's brighter under the sun

Life & Health Insurance * Critical lliness Insurance * Disability Insurance
Employee Benefits + RESP « TFSA+ RRSP + Mutual Funds

Harvinder Singh*
587-574-0029

harvinder.h.singh@sunlife.com

*Mutual fund business is done with your advisor through Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc
Advisors and their corporations conduct insurance business through Sun Life Financial Distributors (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is the insurer and is a member of the Sun Life group of companies.

Sun Life

h

M)

L e

Self Employed

Taxi Business

Tel. : 403-479-4220, 403-561-9011

pandher_2004@yahoo.com or singhh73@gmail.com
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Personal Tax Returns (TI)JCorporate Tax Returns (T2)

Tax Planning & Advisory Services
Weekends/Evenings Services also available.

R R BT I

GST/Payrolls/ROE

WCB Returns
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=fayg 32 ’F 99 fos A< Quaag |
Please email or message on Instagram @llash_n_pout
Corner Meadows Gate NE, Calgary, AB T3N

79 famn & v g9 m’r ﬁra' Lash Extension Service
UHUdS 3"]'%@ (Foshns 7 feghus) Looking for lash extensions in Calgary?
F&Fs adtastau, Ut »rg. aa3 difs6

at reasonable price.

780-850-7730

¥

| offer classic, hybrid and volume sets

Located in Cornerstone, NE.

?{/{ VVulk

For Birtlulav - Anniversary - Bahy Shower - Shower

@balloonhousebygurpreet

Gurpreet Gill

Founder
(403) 408-6966

New Patients &

Walk-Ins Welcome

Dr. Jaswinder S. Bains
niyt @ 39 M3 €I 39 Maat aEl tha

Jaswinder S Bains, .. OD.

Appointments also available on Saturdays & Evenings
Bfs 999 M3 B Ehit ufeeren St firs Raeit 35 | L
Services Available in Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu & English deerfootvision@yahoo.ca

@ BAINS VISION CENTRE

McKnight Village 5218 Falsbridge Dr. NE Calgary AB T3J 3G1

403-274-4514 [KRalGETES
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All kinds of mobile sign board

"am \ Manpreet Singh

Manager

GALAKY  780-604-0593

Logistics Ltd Calgary Alberta Office : 416-644-8381
Warehousing / Distribution 7270 106 Ave SE Calgary, AB T2C 4Y5
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We provide following Services:

* Residential

* Commercial

* Business ¢ Land

¢ Investment

¢ Property

¢ Management Services

We are Hiring New &

Experienced Realtors.
We can also help you to get Realtor License.

Book Your New Dream Home with our team
in Savanna, City Scape, Red Stone, Corner
Stone, Home Stead, Cochrane

Hamr

ran Parhar
REAL ESTATE BROKER
www.instarlt.com

403.681.8689

400, 3115-12th St NE Calgary AB T2E 7J2

Email: info@instarlt.com
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2030-6004 Country Hills Blvd, NE

Contact:
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. 587.971.0052

For
Wrinkle treatment,
Laser Hair Removal,
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We Provide Following
Insurance Services

* DISABILITY INSURANCE
* MEDICAL AND DENTAL PLANS
*  CRITICAL ILLNESS INSURANCE

¢ INVESTMENTS (SEG FUNDS)

* SUPER VISA /TRAVEL INSURANCE

¢ LIFE INSURANCE (TERM OR WHOLE LIFE)

* MORTGAGE OR LOAN INSURANCE
* RESP (CHILDREN EDUCATION PLANS)

* RRSP (RETIREMENT SAVING PLANS)

* NO MEDICAL OR FUNERAL INSURANCE

Calgary AB T3N 1A8 Skin tightening,
info@chaatbar.ca | www.chaatbar.ca Instaceav: soroxwecrorve vav ——— Double chin reduction,
Contact For Catering FAENAVSEAITYBLSSBEMALEOM ) iy Enhancement, Lip filler
Aman Gill

Financial Security Advisor

2102, 3730-108 Ave. NE Calgary AB T3N 1V8

Cell: 403-919-6962

Email: amandeepbrr440@gmail.com

e Personal, Business & Corporate Tax
e Book Keeping & Accounting Service

e RSEP & Education Saving Plan
Special Discounts
for Groups & Seniors

(Get Goverment Grants upto 40%)
e RRSP, TFSA & RDSP

INSURANCE _
e Life Insurance

e Payroll & HST Service
e Business & GST Registration
(Permanent, Universal or Term)
e Disability & Critical Insurance

K.S.C. General SERVICES
(Money Back)

I will help you understand the
 Long Term Care Insurance

O Desjardins <@
Financial Security® & GREATWEST
Independent Network " FINAHCIA

BMO 9

M Manulife Financial

" RuyalBank qunhbh Life 'AA’ c Canada Llfe

of Canada ~ Financial Group  Foresters IVCJI‘I

product and provide trusted
service to choose the product that

« Health, Dental & Drug Benefits
« Visitor & Super Visa Insurance

fits your needs and life style.
(Monthly & Money Back Plan)

Give me a call for all your
personal and business needs.
s Group Life, Health, Dental & Drug Plans

Kirpal Cheema 641‘163—4862

www.kirpalcheema.com

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH BOOK CENTRE
Calgary Canada

fe 361 B A b

A Non-Profit, Volunteer Service to Promote
New Readership & Encourage New Writers!
=AY aH3 S fagme fie aee e
e HUda a9 :

Book Exhibition & Sale!
Contact: Master Bhajan Singh at 403-455-4220

s PUNJABI SWEETS

House & Restaurant

Take out Fast & Best
‘We do catering also ;L JSiEGIT
Service

AII Kinds of Sweets
Non-Veg & Vegi Food
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Bay 113 216 Saddle Towne CII' N.E. T3J 0C9
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Ontario hospital privatization, a threat to public health care

(Andrew Longhurst, B.A. (Hons), M.A., is a political economist, health policy researcher, in the Department of Geography at Simon Fraser University. The

author analysed and presented a detail research paper on this health privatization by Ontario government. Here is

In

Andrew Longhurst,

B.A. (Hons), M.A.

In August 2022, the Ontario
government announced that it
would increase the number of
publicly funded surgeries and
diagnostic procedures performed
in for-profit facilities.1 Then, in
January 2023, the government
introduced new legislation to
encourage the growth of this for-
profit sector through a phased
expansion of the volumes and
types of surgical and diagnostic
procedures allowed to be
performed outside of hospitals.
The government's stated objective
was to increase provincial capacity
and reduce wait times. However,
Ontario's for-profit surgical and
diagnostic sector-and the
government's proposed reforms-
have undergone little scrutiny. This
research report seeks to address
this gap by analyzing the
government's policy direction, the
existing for-profit surgical and
diagnostic industry, and the
implications of expanding for-profit
involvement in Canada's largest
province. Drawing on Freedom of
Information requests, financial and
statistical analysis, and a review of
the research literature and policy
experience, this report finds that
the Ontario government's policy
direction is unlikely to increase
surgical and diagnostic capacity
over the long term and risks
entrenching a for-profit hospital
sector at the expense of the public
health care system. This report
recommends that the provincial
government rethink its plans for
the significant expansion of for-
profit surgical and diagnostic
delivery and, instead, refocus
efforts on public system
improvement based on the
research evidence and policy
experience in Canada and
internationally. Effective, evidence-
based policy strategies include
single-entry and At What Cost? 9
team-based referral models,
improving and maximizing public
operating room capacity,
increasing access to seniors'
home and community care3 to
alleviate hospital overcrowding,
and reducing the overuse of
diagnostic tests and surgeries. As
well, public health interventions to
reduce the spread of COVID-19
would help reduce strain on
hospitals, and in turn, help prevent
cancelled surgeries, backlogs,
and longer wait times.

In January 2023, the
government announced a three-
part, phased approach to
increasing for-profit delivery:

- First, the province
established new contracts with
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for-profit facilities in Windsor,
Kitchener-Waterloo, and Ottawa to
perform 14,000 additional cataract
surgeries each year4 The
government planned to spend an
additional $18 million at existing
for-profit facilities for "more than
49,000 hours of MRl and CT
scans, 4,800 cataract surgeries,
900 other ophthalmic surgeries,
1,000 minimally invasive
gynecological surgeries, and 2,845
plastic surgeries such as hand
soft tissue repair." When
announced in January 2023, the
government aimed to have
surgical wait lists back to pre-
pandemic levels by March 2023.

- Second, the provincial
government planned to expand the
types of procedures performed in
for-profit facilities with a "continued
focus on cataracts, as well as MR
and CT imaging and colonoscopy
and endoscopy procedures."5

- Third, the government
introduced new legislation and
regulation in February and June
2023 to support an expansion in
the types and volume of surgical
and diagnostic procedures
performed in for-profit facilities,
including hip and knee
replacements.

On February 21, 2023, the
Ontario govermment introduced Bill
60 (Your Health Act), an omnibus
bill intended to support the
government's policy direction. Bill
60 received Royal Assent on May
18, 2023.7 Upon review of Bill 60
and analysis by other
organizations,8 the key aspects of
the legislation include the following:

- Bill 60 replaces the
Independent Health Facilities Act
(IHFA), which has regulated
"independent health facilities"
since 1990. The new Integrated
Community Health Services
Centres Act (ICHSCA) provides a
new legislative framework that
expands the types of procedures
performed in independent health
facilities (now called "integrated
community health services
centres") and entrenches these
facilities as part of the publicly
funded health care delivery

system, alongside public
hospitals. The government's new
term, "integrated community
health services centres," is likely to
confuse the public with existing
"community health centres," which
are Ministry-funded, non-profit
integrated primary care and social
service organizations. For simplicity,
this report will refer to "integrated
community health services centres”
as "for-profit facilities." (The Auditor
General of Ontario noted that 98 per
cent of independent health facilities
are for-profit.

Drawing on Freedom of
Information requests, financial and
statistical analysis, and a review of
the research literature and policy
experience, we can evaluate the
government's policy direction. The
government's stated rationale for
increasing the use of for-profit care
is to increase capacity and reduce
wait times. However, expanding
the for-profit sector is unlikely to do
either: capacity depends on the
availability of qualified staff, which
is unchanged by the addition of
profit. Further, the current system
is working well by Canadian
standards. Ontario has already
achieved the best wait-time
performance for  priority
procedures among the provinces.
The province has consistently
performed better than the
Canadian average for hip and knee
replacements since 2010 and, in
recent years, has maintained the
shortest wait times for MRl and CT
scan wait times. Improving the
public system, not undermining it,
is the sensible approach. Since
the 1990s, for-profit surgical and
diagnostic medical imaging
facilities have largely been
regulated and funded as
independent health facilities (IHFs).

Analysis of Freedom of
Information requests and Ministry
of Health data shows the following:

- Ontario has 902 IHFs, with
diagnostic imaging representing
81 per cent of total services
provided in IHFs. Ten IHFs provide
publicly funded surgical services.

- In addition to the IHFs,
Ontario has three publicly funded

private hospitals. Only two perform
any surgeries at all.

- Between 2012-13 and
2021-22, the share of surgical
procedures performed in IHFs
increased from one per centto 1.3
per cent of the total surgeries
performed in Ontario. In 2021-22,
98.7 per cent of surgical
procedures were performed in
public hospitals.

- In 2021-22, public operating
room (OR) surgical volumes were
below pre-pandemic levels (down
13 per cent from 2017-18),
suggesting that provincial
underfunding and staffing
shortages, not a shortage of for-
profit options, remain the biggest
obstacles to improvement.

- In 2021-22, for-profit
surgical and medical imaging was
a half-billion-dollar industry in
Ontario (out of a nearly $76 billion
health budget). In 2021-22, the
Ontario government
underreported payments to for-
profit facilities by 720 per cent.

A review of the research
literature and policy experience
with for-profit delivery in Canada
shows the following:

- Private delivery worsens
public sector staffing shortages
and destabilizes public hospitals.

- Increased for-profit delivery
risks expanding two-tier health
care in Canada through unlawful
extra-billing, contrary to Ontario
legislation and the Canada Health
Act.

- Increased outsourcing risks
entrenching for-profit hospitals in
Canada since Ontario is the
largest market with potential
interest from domestic and U.S.
institutional investors.

- For-profit delivery costs
more.

- For-profit facility ownership
introduces financial conflict of
interest in medical decision-
making, which can lead to
upselling, self-referrals, and
clinically unnecessary
procedures.

- For-profit delivery increases
risks to patient safety and care
quality. Expanded outsourcing is

the summary of this research paper.)

likely to worsen public hospital
staffing shortages that cause
longer waits. For-profit surgical and
diagnostic delivery comes at the
expense of public hospitals and
undermines efforts to reduce
surgical wait times over the long
term. However, by focusing on
evidence-based policy strategies
to increase and improve surgical
and diagnostic volumes in
hospitals, the Ontario government
can reduce wait times. An
evidence-based approach would
begin by increasing funding to staff
idle operating rooms in public
hospitals. Ontario does not lack
the physical space and equipment
to improve wait times for surgeries
and medical imaging; what is
missing is the health care
workforce necessary to do the
work.

In addition to boosting
staffing, the province could reduce
wait times by pursuing the
following strategies:

- Implement single-entry

models, teamwork, and
standardized wait list
management provincewide:

Single-entry models include
central intake of referrals from
primary care providers, a wait list
shared by a team of surgeons and
other providers, and triage for
urgency and appropriateness.

- Maximize and extend
hospital operating room capacity:
An estimated 34 per cent of
hospitals had unused OR capacity
in 2019-20, and OR hours can be
extended into evenings and
weekends.

- Protect patients from
extra-billing, prohibit upselling, and
require physician disclosure of
financial conflicts of interest.

- Increase medical and
surgical hospital bed capacity and
access to seniors' home and
community care, which can
reduce hospital bed shortages,
cancellations of scheduled
surgeries and, ultimately, surgical
wait times for all patients.

- Reduce the overuse of
clinically inappropriate medical
imaging and surgeries.

- Provide accurate
accounting of public payments to
for-profit facilities and disclose
funding agreements.

- Adopt a "vaccines-plus”
public health strategy to reduce
health system strain and delayed
surgical care. Experience with the
privatization of public services
shows that such services, once
taken over by for-profit providers,
are difficult to return to the public
sector. Ontario should reconsider
its plan to expand for-profit
provision of surgeries and
diagnostic procedures and instead
strengthen public hospitals and
implement system improvements.
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Canadian Infrastructure, Cities and transit

-Analytic Report and Annual Federal Budget action demand for budget 2024 by Canadian Center for policy
alternative which is a Pro-People organization of researchers.

Investing in infrastructure is
a key tool to decarbonizing the
transport sector, increasing
resilience to the impacts of
climate change, while delivering
a more inclusive economy and
fostering greater social equity.

Canada's infrastructure
funding programs are now in a
state of renewal. This renewal
presents a historic opportunity to
tackle car dependency through
fostering better urban planning
and investing in making
alternative, sustainable modes of
transportation-like transit, walking
and cycling-convenient and
attractive. This renewal is an
opportunity for the federal
government to create a real
partnership with municipalities to
unlock more housing supply and
curb urban sprawl.

As owners of 60 per cent of
Canada's infrastructure, and as
crucial decision makers on land
use and mobility policy,
municipalities have a crucial role
to play in the fight against climate
change and the rising cost of

housing.1
For decades, successive
federal and provincial

governments have 'downloaded'
their responsibilities to tackle
these crucial issues onto
municipalities without giving local
governments the fiscal
resources to handle them. The
result has been transit systems
heavily reliant on fare revenues
and uniquely vulnerable to
economic shocks like the
pandemic. It has also meant a
dwindling social housing stock,
growing homelessness,
decaying services and
vulnerability to climate-related
natural disasters.

It is time for this to change.
Tackling these problems will
require a partnership between all
orders of government that
connects federal dollars with
results on the ground in
communities across the country.

Not all infrastructure funding
flows through other orders of
government. Canada's federal
government can no longer
abdicate its own unique
responsibility for providing world-
class, modern, frequent and
high-speed inter-city passenger
rail service. High quality
passenger rail infrastructure is
already taken as a given in many
of our peer countries, and
Canadians deserve no less.

Climate change adaptation
urgently requires multi-level
government support and
collaboration in order to address
this important issue. In many
respects, cities are on the front
lines of the climate emergency,
and the need for adaptation
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measures within cities will only
grow in the future. To date,
Canada has announced $1.6
billion to implement the National
Adaptation Strategy (NAS) and
while this was certainly a positive
step, the federal government
must provide more support.

The federal government
must negotiate next-generation,
long-term infrastructure funding
agreements with provinces and
municipalities following the
sunset of the Investing in Canada
Infrastructure Program (ICIP). In
this program, the federal
government set itself a goal of
increasing the mode share of
public and active transportation
by 25 per cent, contributing to a
targeted overall reduction of
carbon emissions by 10
megatonnes. The mode share
for sustainable transportation in
Canada is now far lower than
when this program began in
2018. The federal government
has not publicly reported whether
its national GHG reduction target
has been met, or included any
targets related to achieving
climate outcomes from
infrastructure investments in the
2030 Emissions Reduction Plan.

This program has been
plagued by an inability to get
dollars out the door, with long
delays between announced
funding and results in
communities.2 It has also not
significantly improved public
transit service levels because
transit systems are not allowed
to utilise public transit funding to
run additional service, but only
procure and build capital assets.
This creates a bias towards rail
projects in major cities while
leaving improvements in bus
service at the curb-which has
consequences for both regional
and social equity.3 The result of
funding capital assets without a
commensurate increase in
operating funding.

has meant that while the
capacity to run additional transit
service has increased, actual
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service output has not.4 This
has led to the Toronto Transit
Commission (TTC) having 551
buses, 81 streetcars and 40
subway trains that could be in
service, but are instead sitting
idle.

The federal government's
ever-present neglect of public
passenger rail in Canada has led
it to propose to privatize the most
transformative expansion project
in decades-the Quebec City-
Windsor High Frequency Rail
project. If Canada wants to make
progress on reducing emissions,
we must make travel around our
communities and our country
without a car or a plane a viable
option. Further privatization will
only degrade service quality and
affordability and take us further
from that goal.

Infrastructure privatization is
at the heart of the failed Canada
Infrastructure Bank (CIB). The
CIB currently leverages a small
amount of public seed money to
attract investment in
infrastructure from the private
sector and other levels of
government. This model has
proven unsuccessful: the CIB
has consistently failed to attract
the enormous private capital it
promised.

It is also unnecessarily
expensive. Private investors
demand returns between seven
and eight per cent, while publicly
funded infrastructure only needs
to return interest costs.
International evidence indicates
that the public-private partnership
(P3) model is one of the key
factors at the root of cost
inflation for infrastructure
projects, in particular in public
transit.6

AFB 2024 lays out a clear
vision for a mission-based
approach to transportation
infrastructure funding, aimed at
achieving:

A doubling of urban public
transit ridership by 2035.

A tripling of the share of all
trips done by active

transportation (walking, cycling)
by 2035.

A 2035 ban on all domestic
flights between urban centres
with a high-speed rail
connection, and tasking VIA Rail
with developing plans for
connecting Toronto-Ottawa-
Montreal-Quebec City,
Edmonton- Calgary and opening
exploratory discussions with
Amtrak and the US Government
to connect Vancouver and
Seattle with high-speed rail.

Alternative Federal Budget
AFB 2024 by CCPA highlights
the demand for creating stable,
reliable sources of infrastructure
funding with new federal
standards can simultaneously
drive multiple outcomes ranging
from sustainability, inclusivity,
climate resiliency, affordability. To
increase the transparency of
infrastructure funding and to
ensure it flows better to meet
community needs, the AFB
plans to include municipalities as
direct governmental partners in
tri-lateral infrastructure funding
agreements with provinces.

The AFB demanded
dedicate the equivalent of one
per cent of existing GST revenue
towards permanently increased
infrastructure investment (worth
$11 billion annually). Legislated
programs-like the Canada
Community Building Fund and
VIA Rail's new mandate-can
deliver their best results when
recipients can rely on predictable
and dependable revenues to
build out long-term expansion
plans. Legislated program
investments will be backed up by
a dedicated tax revenue source
to maximize this benefit and
reduce uncertainty for project
proponents.

This dedicated revenue
source will support investments
including:

Permanently doubling the
Canada Community Building
Fund (formerly known as the
Gas Tax Fund), which goes
directly to support municipal

infrastructure priorities. Cost:
$2.4 billion (annually).

Establishing a core public
transit funding stream that
makes the federal government's
emerging role in funding public
transit operations permanent.
This funding is flexible for both
capital and operations and
delivered alongside the
Community Building Fund
directly to local governments
with transit systems by
amending existing administrative
agreements with provinces. All
bus procurements funded under
this program are required to be
zero-emission. Cost: $2 billion
(annually).

Renewing 10-year program
funding for the Investing in
Canada Infrastructure Plan

program streams: Green
Infrastructure, Community
Culture and Recreation

Infrastructure, and Rural and
Northern Infrastructure. Cost:
$1.5 billion (annually).

Increase funding for the
Disaster Mitigation and
Adaptation Fund (DMAF) to
increase the resilience of
communities that are impacted
by natural disasters triggered by
climate change and implement
the National Adaptation Strategy.
Cost: $1 billion (annually).

A dedicated revenue
stream and mandate for VIA Rail.
VIA Rail's neglect is at the heart
of privatization proposals for
expansion projects. The
alternative is to bolster our
national passenger rail service
with a legislated mandate of its
own, give it borrowing authority,
and legislate a permanent
revenue stream for capital
expansion and operating
subsidies. Cost: $2 billion
(annually).

Increase the funding profile
of the Active Transportation Fund
and expand project funding
eligibility to include the
deployment of municipal
bikeshare and electric bikeshare
systems that are publicly owned
by and integrated into transit
networks. Cost: $500 million
(annually).

Enhance and expand the
Rural Transit Solutions program
by adding an inter-city transit
funding stream and expanding
eligible costs to include operating
funding. This locally driven
initiative would empower
municipal and Indigenous
governments to partner with
each other or higher-order public
transit agencies, such as VIA
Rail, B.C. Transit, Ontario
Northland, EXO and others, or
create their own public transit
service providers to provide
public, intercity bus services.
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Cost: $250 million (annually).

The AFB demanded
accelerate the launch of the
Permanent Public Transit
funding program from 2024 to
2026. This program will contain
three major funding streams:
one focused on major capital
projects-like subways, light rail,
and bus rapid transit. A second
focused on a core, reliable,
permanent funding stream for
transit operating costs, state-of-
good-repair, technology
enhancements and bus fleet
renewal, including electric bus
procurement. A third focused on
post-pandemic recovery and
incenting cost-efficient long-term
growth through a per-ride
operating subsidy of $1 for each
additional ride above 2019
ridership levels.

Public Transit: Major
Projects Stream ($4.5 billion total
per year, including existing $3b/
year existing permanent transit
fund allocations). Existing project
requirements-like Indigenous
consultations, accessibility
standards, and community
benefit agreements-will be
renewed and enhanced in this
next generation program.
Additionally, all major capital
projects funded by the major
projects stream will be required

to include 'supportive policies
agreements' that align with
federal land-use guidelines.7
Business cases for major capital
projects would have to include
plans to: Integrate the project
with enhanced active
transportation and bus network
connections to enhance first and
last-mile connections to major
transit station areas and facilitate
ridership growth through the
'network effect’

Share up to 50 per cent of
total project costs between the
province and municipality or
regional transit authority, with no
P3 involvement

Leverage the transit
investment to create more
affordable housing units through:
The provision of non-market
housing near transit;

The preservation of existing
affordable housing in the context
of land-value uplift, with rent
stabilization and anti-
displacement strategies.

Increasing housing density
near transit improvements
through zoning reform within the
framework of creating, walkable,
transit-oriented, complete
communities, including
eliminating minimum parking
requirements.

This operating subsidy to

transit systems will be tied to the
core funding stream as a
performance-based incentive to
stimulate ridership-enhancing
investments in service and
operating speeds to foster post-
pandemic ridership recovery and
incenting cost-efficient long-term
growth. Through a per-ride
subsidy of $1 for each additional
ride above 2019 ridership levels,
(pegged to inflation) this will
provide a strong incentive for
transit systems to adapt to post-
pandemic travel patterns in a
manner that attracts new riders;
turbocharge service expansion
to help Canada meet its climate
targets; and ensure operating
subsidies have an efficient
pass-through to service
increases rather than increased

costs.
This AFB demanded
transform the Canada

Infrastructure Bank (CIB) into
the new Public Climate Bank to
focus on publicly owned and
operated infrastructure. It will
redirect the remaining funds of
the CIB's original $35 billion
allocation to projects that
advance climate resilience and
reduce carbon emissions. The
new Public Climate Bank will
provide low-cost loans to
municipalities, Indigenous

governments, public utilities and
other public bodies to scale up
important, transformative
infrastructure projects that are in
the public interest. This would
include investments in low-
carbon infrastructure in fossil-
fuel-dependent communities to
help those regions rapidly
transition away from their
dependence on coal, oil, and
natural gas production (see
Fair and Equitable Transition
chapter). The Canada Growth
Fund will also be folded into the
Public Climate Bank and
eliminate financing to false
climate solutions, including
carbon capture and storage
(CCUS) and fossil hydrogen.
Instead, it will focus on activities
such as financing and loan
guarantees for the buildout of
zero-emission vehicle charging
infrastructure (See Environment
and Climate Change Chapter).

This AFB demanded to
establish a new National
Community Development
Agency to help provide
expertise on urban issues,
particularly to municipalities with
few in-house resources.
Coordinating with the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities, other federal
departments, provinces and
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cities this new centre of
excellence will work with
municipalities to help them
develop strategies to advance
community development,
sustainable urban mobility and
climate adaptation plans.
Additionally their mandate will
include:

Delivering guidance on
application processes for
federal programs and funding
and performing outreach
activities to help small and rural
communities have an even
footing with major cities in
competitive infrastructure grant
programs.

Developing standards for
Community Benefit Agreements
(CBA) to be negotiated as part
of infrastructure project
investments.

Create federal guidance on
transit-oriented development
best practice, and land use
guidelines for eligibility under the
public transit major projects
stream.

Ensuring that federally
owned assets, including land,
buildings, and fleets, are
leveraged to  advance
community development and
climate adaptation goals. Cost:
$15 million annually.

Letter From a house Tax paying

Gurcharan Singh Brar

647 966 3132

Respected Counselor
Dennis Keenan,
date: Octuber15th, 2023

Approximately for the last
two years | put a question to
myself why | or we are paying
house tax? After knowing the
total population of Canada, | think
why we have so many
Counselors, MPP and MP?
Canada has the highest rate of
taxes as compared to other
developed countries in the world.
Now | want to ask my country
men why we are paying
expenses of Counselors, MPP
and MP's for doing nothing or
may very less as compared to
factory workers. Furthermore,
every councilor, MPP and MP
has at least three or four employ
in the office, the office itself and
he or she all are paid by the
taxpayers.

Now the question is what
the above-mentioned respected
Counselors, MPP, MP are doing
for the Canadians? The middle
of December 2021 was the
coldest day for the past two or
three decades. Due to this, |
don't remember the specific date
now, but on this day, Truckers
have a problem, snow removal
companies and trees planted on
the roads by the Government. In
May or June when the trees get
new leaves, | observed that
many trees are dead. | am a
resident of Ray Lawson Blvd.

Brampton and went out of my
house along the said street and
saw that a particular type of tree
was dead. | also saw that many
residents occupying city or
power corporation's land under
the High voltage wires from the
corner of Mavis Steeles behind
the Hecory Wood
public school and
so on towards
Mclauglin  and
furthermore.

June or July
2022 | called the
city Brampton's
number 311 and
got my complaint &
registered. He or &
She gave me
complain number
which | don't have |
today's date. |
Someone asked
me to send photos of the
irregular Kitchen gardens under
the high voltage wires, which | did
but no result came out. After
waiting for two or three weeks |
started sending E-mails to the
office of Premier Minister of
Ontario, Respected Dough Ford
and copy to the flower city of
Brampton. Same day | got
response with zero result till
today.

In the first week of Sept
2023 suddenly | met Deputy
Mayor of flower city Brampton Mr.
Harkirat Singh and spoke to him
for a few minutes about above
mentioned problems. He
suggested | should send him an

Email about these concerns,
and | did. His office bearers gave
a good response, visiting the
Ray Lawson Blvd. and looking
around along with me. He also
noticed that kitchen gardens
under the high Voltage wire. On
18th of oct.2023 he assured me

that this work will be done next

year.

On Ray Lawson Blvd. and
Oaklea Blvd. speed camera has
been installed | think Just six or
seven months ago. Every week
the cameras are down. | have
been to police station Division 22
to report this. The duty officer on
the counter told me that we can't
do anything, we are very busy
with other important matters.
Secondly this is city flower
Brampton's Job. | wonder who is
responsible for punishing this
unsocial element from Punjab. If
Police or city Brampton is not
responsible, then we the
taxpayers?

In February or March of this
year South Fletcher's sport plex
is open after renovations. Since
then, one shower out of three
showers is not working and the
answer is spare parts are not
available. | agree with the
maintenance company and think
maybe spare
parts are out of
stock, especially
for this shower. In
dry sauna only
three screws are
required to fix the
lower bench
wooden pieces
(3-inch X %
inch). Not only
me but We are
complaining to
the manager as
well as Ladies on
the counter for
the last four months but all in
vain.

In the swimming pool,
please send someone to check,
lot of human hairs are floating in
water and once | caught with my
hand and given to the Lifeguard.
He told me that maintenance
company should come to this
Sports plex before we open the
swimming pool to the public and
clean the water, but they don't
do this. Equipment to clean the
swimming pool is there, who will
do this?

Alone in flower city
Brampton many thousands of
trees are dead and if planted
again may have given a lot of

oxygen, which is required to live
on this earth. Instead of that, the
Government is labeling Carbon
Taxe to make the atmosphere
clean. Poor workers are
compelled to live poorer though
Government have alternatives to
make clean Air. With the hope
that the Government may listen
to me and do something for the
betterment of our city- country.
Thanks.

Yours sincerely,

Gurcharan Singh Brar #
647 966 3132

Copy to Premier's Office,
Mayor's office, and Deputy
Mayor's office!

This letter was sent to
above mentioned office bearers
by the end of October 2023. On
3rd November fletcher's sport
plex was closed for cleaning
and | thought that may be my
letter has brought positive
results. But all in vain. Today,
20th November | have been
again to Flecher's sport plex and
saw human hair floating in
swimming pool, walls are dirty
as before, in dry sauna
maintenance people have not
used three screw to fix wooden
strips. All the residents of
Canada should be aware of
carbon Tax. Today's city TV
news was that 1% wealthy
people of the world are
producing 90% of the total
pollution in the world which is
dangerous and 99% poor people
are producing only 10% of the
world pollution which is harmful.
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Proposed 17.4% increase for Regional tax and utility hike could

cripple residents already struggling with high cost of living

Hafsa Ahmed

Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

(Nov 29, 2023 - Brampton,
Mississauga] In what is likely the
final annual budget presented to
Regional councillors before Peel's
government dissolves, taxpayers
are being asked to fund some of the
largest increases in the Region's
history. Many of them can't afford it.

A staggering 10.6 percent
increase has been proposed to
Peel Region's 2024 government
budget while its utility bill, under the
ask, would rise by 6.8 percent. Not
all residents pay both, but many
property owners are being asked to
cover these unprecedented
increases for their regional services,
just as the entire institution is set to
dissolve.

Bill 112, the Hazel McCallion
Act, mandates the Region of Peel
be dissolved by January 1, 2025, to
make way for Mississauga,
Brampton and Caledon to no longer
be part of a two-tier system of
municipal government. They will
each stand on their own.

The proposed 10.6 percent
budget increase supported by
property taxes is only for the
Region's share of the bill, which
accounts for a little more than 40
percent of what residential and
commercial property owners pay
(just under 40 percent goes to the
lower-tier municipality each resident
lives in, and the remaining 20
percent of the property tax bill is for
the provincial education share).
Under the current breakdown, the
Region's proposed 10.6 percent
increase represents a 4.5 percent
hike in the overall tax bill, not
including whatever amounts are
added onto it by the lower-tier
municipality and the province,
which has not increased its
education portion in years.

The utility rate hike of 6.8
percent would be on top of the
property tax bill, with the two
combined amounts proposed by
the Region totalling $325 in
additional tax and utility fees for
2024 (this is for a home assessed
at the average value across Peel).
The average commercial increase
for both the tax and ultility hikes
would be $517 next year (these
figures do not include any increase
for the lower-tier portion or a
possible rise in the provincial
education amount).

Many departments in the
regional govemment are making big
funding requests ahead of the
looming dissolution of Peel. The
police force has made the largest
ask in its history, a 14 percent
increase to the operating budget for
2024.

Breakdown of sources of

funding for the 2024 Regional
Budget.
(Region of Peel)

Outside the large increase to
support the proposed police
budget (largely to hire more staff,
and for major capital project
expansions totalling $666 million)
there is a lack of clarity around the
need for so much more revenue
from taxpayers, when staffing
levels have already been shrinking
and departments are being wound
down.

More details were provided
for the utility budget.

The proposed Water and
Wastewater budget, supported by
the utility rate fee, includes a 2024
capital budget of $1.4 billion and a
proposed operating budget of
$527.3 million. In comparison, the
approved 2023 budget had a
$641.4 million capital budget and
$488.4 million operating budget. As
highlighted in the proposed 2024
budget report, the Region of Peel's
water and wastewater
infrastructure is "one of the largest
assets owned and operated by the
Region with a replacement value of
$28.5 billion."

Demands by the Doug Ford
PC government stemming from its
controversial Bill 23, the More
Homes Built Faster Act, loom over
the Region. The $1.4 billion budget
request seeks to maintain and
expand current services, including
wastewater collection, water-main
replacement and construction and
expansion of water treatment plants
and pumping stations, among a
number of other crucial services
and projects. "We've added the
equivalent of 8 percent of our
system in the last three years. As
you can imagine, these [increases]
drive the need for maintenance and
repairs as our system ages and
grows," Anthony Parente, General
Manager, Water and Wastewater,
said at the November 23 budget
meeting. He said more staff
resources are needed, as the PCs
continue to place pressure on
municipalities to support the
strategy to build 1.5 million homes
across Ontario by 2031. Peel's
three lower-tier municipalities are
expected to bring almost 250,000
new units online by that date, and
the PCs have claimed some
municipalities are sitting on
revenues from developers for
building fees, which Ford and his
colleagues expect cities and towns
to use for the required infrastructure
such as water and wastewater.
Meanwhile, taxpayers are now
being asked to cover much of this
burden, on top of all the other rising
costs they face.

To support the Peel Regional
police proposed capital budget of
$666.6 million debt would have to

2024 Budget Corporate overview

2024 Capital Budget

44% Tax Supported

Police Services

..........................................

Capital Plan Funding

* 46% Development Charges*®
* 32% Capital Reserves

® 21% Debt**

* 1% External Funding

$667M  26%
e TASSM 8%
$1,414M  56%

*Debt will be used from time to time to manage mismatch between development charge
collections and growth infrastructure expenditures.
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be taken on; it remains unclear why
the figure has grown by more than
ten times compared to the $43.0
million for capital costs in 2024 that
was forecast in the 2023 police
budget, which included an already
historic increase.

Split up into main categories,
the budget will cover external
agencies such as police services,
fees to the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation,
conservation authorities, and to
cover regionally controlled
services.

(Region of Peel)

The proposed housing
budget includes a $180.7 million
operating budget for 2024, and
$190.6 million for the capital budget.
The Region has reported that
91,000 households are in core
housing need, yet its services only
meet 19 percent of that need for
affordable housing and supports. In
the 2023 Region of Peel budget,
housing support was approved at
$155.2 miillion for operating costs
and $169.1 million for capital needs.

Peel's housing staff told
councillors the 2024 budget ask
would help "a few thousand more
residents in need." Aileen Baird,
Director, Housing Services, said it
would "prevent more
homelessness" and "provide more
people with safe, affordable, well-
maintained homes in the
community housing system,"
should council approve its budget.
The department is seeking $5.4
million to enhance investments in
Housing Subsidy and wrap around
supports. It is seeking $3.7 million
for 40 additional permanent staff to
address the significant increases in
service demand the department
has experienced, including a 230
percent increase in service
requests highlighted in their
presentation.

"Additional staff is needed to
catch up... And to stabilize our
service coming out of the
pandemic, so that we can adjust to
the rapid and increased demand for
our service and try to restore

**Increase in debt is driven by $523.5 million for 2024 Peel Regional Police facilities not forecasted in 2023

responsible response time for our
essential service," Baird said. The
Region has struggled for years to
provide adequate housing support
services, like emergency housing,
due to a lack of support from
councillors and the private sector.
As reported by The Pointer, Peel's
shelters are currently operating at
321 percent capacity, with the
Region seeing a 167 percent
increase in encampments since
2022. The recent death of an
asylum claimant living out of an
encampment in Mississauga was
a tragic reminder of the need to
properly fund emergency housing
in Peel.

The $190.6 million capital
budget request will include $5.2
million for Peel owned Housing and
Shelters State of Good Repair. In
the proposed budget, Housing
Support's 2024-2027 Business
Plan and 2024 Budget section
highlights that, "Enhanced
investments in subsidy and wrap
around supports are required to
help more people get and keep
housing they can afford -$10.4M,
$5M funded through tax stabilization
reserve for a net impact of $5.4M."
Out of 31 identified opportunities to
build on Region of Peel and Peel
Housing land, the department said
it has enough funding to launch 7
projects and the budget request will
add an 8th.

Councillor Dipika Damerla
claimed the province has not been
providing adequate funding for
housing, resulting in the costs falling
to property taxpayers. "These
services need to be funded, but by
the right government,” she said.
Housing is not a responsibility of the
province, under current legislation
in Ontario, funding is the jurisdiction
of municipalities with Queen's Park
and Ottawa recognized as key
partners to support the
responsibilities of regions, cities and
towns.

"There's a need for ongoing
advocacy to the federal and
provincial government to do more,"
Baird responded, saying about 25

 Tax and Utility

$2.5B

6.2-15

percent of all expenditures are
covered through their funding
support, adding that the department
is putting forward its proposal "to
increase Regional investment,
given that we're only meeting 19
percent of our community's need
today." Peel's Paramedic service
is asking for an $82.8 million
operating budget next year,
compared to $76.3 million
approved in the 2023 budget. It is
also requesting $40.2 million for its
capital budget for 2024, compared
to $55.8 million which was
approved for 2023. The budget
report highlights that in 2022, over
149,000 calls were handled, part of
"an increasing trend in call volumes
each year, which is expected to
continue."

"This budget will work
towards matching the resources to
the demand, balancing workload
pressures and creating a culture
and an environment where our staff
can be well," he said, highlighting
staff experiences of harassment,
stressful encounters and acts of
violence while on the job. "Staff
made a total of 55 WSIB claims in
2022 based on traumatic and
stressful events."

Peel Paramedics estimate
201 ambulances will be needed by
2030, with 65 additional
ambulances compared to 2022.
Part of the $40.2 million capital
budget will be dedicated to
enhancement and state of good
repair for ambulances and other
fleets ($8.2 million) and
enhancement and state of good
repair for ambulance equipment
and computers ($3.2 million). It is
still unclear what will happen to Peel
Paramedics following the
dissolution of the Region, and
whether the department will
remain intact after January 2025.

The budget proposal includes
needs for seniors services, with a
proposed operating budget of $54.2
million compared to $47 million in
2023, and a decrease in its capital
budget request of $6.8 million (it
was approved for $10 million in
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2023). There were 25,632 visits to
regionally funded Adult Day
Services, and as the population
bulge at the end of the age cohort
continues to grow this number
"continues to increase alongside
the waitlist" for services provided to
seniors.

The Public Health
department, which has been
chronically underfunded, is asking
for a $40.1 million operating budget
in 2024, compared to $37.8 million
in 2023, and a $350,000 capital
budget, which is the same amount
as the approved 2023 capital
budget. The 2024 proposed Public
Health budget aims to transform
components of the COVID-19
response "into sustainable
operations through key changes
such as integrating COVID-19
outbreak management and
COVID-19 immunization into Public
Health's programming, including
the new Immunization Services
Division." Under its Goals of
Service section, Public Health says
it seeks to complete the transition
of COVID-19 emergency
operations and vaccination efforts
into "sustainable operations to
support the prevention and control
of COVID-19 for 2024 onwards."

A report from October
highlights how underfunding by
upper government has long been
a barrier for the Region to "meet
community needs and provide

timely access to services," and
says advocacy to the province for
sufficient funding is needed. The
report says Public Health has been
"historically underfunded by the
Province to deliver on its mandate
and meet community needs," and
that it has "one of the lowest
provincial per capita funding rates
among public health units in
Ontario."

It also highlights how the
province's announcement from
August, that it will provide "all public
health units an increase of one per
cent in growth base funding
annually" until a review is done of
the Ministry's funding methodology
for public health, is still not sufficient
funding for Peel Public Health to
meet its service demand. "The
Provincial one per cent funding
increase is welcomed; but will not
address Public Health's 2023
cumulative funding shortfall of $9.5
million," the report highlights. "The
one per cent increase in funding
over the next three years is
equivalent to approximately
$500,000 per year, which does not
address annual inflation, cost-of-
living increases, and population
growth needs."

The proposed $2.5 billion
capital budget for 2024 is
dominated by police projects and
utility infrastructure needs.

(Region of Peel)

(With thanks from ‘The Pointer”)
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EL.ECTRIC

vwwwvww lcraftsmaneiliectric.ca

Residential & Commercial

I(I=IAI=TSMAN
ELECT RIC LT D.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Kelectric ‘l7@gmail-cnrn

Trllt:k & Trailer Ilenalr
& Mohile Service
Lube and Truck Wash

Gill Brothers

Owner

Tel: 905-458-3455 | Fax : 905-458-3456 | Cell : 416-312-4707
gillinderjit7@gmail.com | www.gilltruckrepair.com

Wi

S 78-883—-1313

AV Iri-City

Professional Realty Inc. Brokerage
"Aiming Straight with
Honesty and Integrity"

Since 1987 on Full Time Basis
Dri: 416-254-7573, Off.: 905-793-5777

Email : pdosanjh2005@yahoo.com

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Paul Dosanjh
Sales Representative
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Galaxy Kitchen Cabinets Ltd.

Residential & Commercial

o Custom Cabinets ¢ Countertops
e Vanities Bars ¢ Entertainment Units
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Call for Free Estimate :
Sarhjit S. Mangat
778-549-4740
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DemoI|t|on & Excavating

* Excavating * Demolition
*Sand Gravel
* Drain Tiles * Backfill

* Backhoe Service R —
* Trucking Free Estimates
* Land Clearing

3822 Marine Way
* Hourly or Contract Burnaby, B.C. VV5) 3H4

;\! él/
Super \/I;S'_GL‘}
Insurance

N/

For Parents & Grandparents

Visiting Canada 75

Emergency Medical Coverage |
Best Coverage at Best Rates
Full Refund if Visa Denied

Call Me Now!

Sameer Ahuja

MANTRA

CONSTRUCTION
Design & Build

Commercial, Residential & Industrial

We fulfill your needs

Experienced Professional Team & Builders

OUR SERVICES
@ CONSULTATION
® PROJECT MANAGEMENT
® DRAWING PLANS
® CITY PLANS
@ APPROVALS
@ RESTAURANT / FRANCHISES
@ DEMOLITION / RENOVATIONS
® DECKS & PATIOS
o LANDSCPING+

416-910-0111

Buying | Selling | Investing

Homelife/Miracle

@"M“ IFE] 7oghy . ooy

HIGHER STANDARDS

L[]S

Bill (Baljinder) Bath

Realtor

Dir: 416.567.0008

Email: Bill5670008@gmail.com

821 Bovaird Drive Unit #31, Brampton L6X 0T9

WE BUILD

YOUR NEW PROJECT

SPEIALIZE IN MDEICAL OFFICES - PHARMACIES
RESTAURANTS - SPAS - RETAIL OUTLETS + MORE &

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FOR FREE CONSULTATION

CALL US: 416-833-2162

mantraconstruction 247@gmail.com  www.mantraconstruction.ca

-Em
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peo ks i REAL ESTATE TEAM

416.722.3500 (Direct)
905.913.8500 (Office) 905.913.8585 (Fax)
Email: harpgrewals@gmail.com

www.HarpGrewal.ca
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Trust Your Memories to the Professionals

Dream Productions inc.

Wedding, Birthday, Engagement, Slide Show, Music Video, T.V. Program,
Modeling Picture, Concert, Community Event Etc.

We can Also Arrange
Decoration
Party Rentals
Customer satisfaction is our pride!

PHOTOGRAPHY
DJ, Lighting, screen
Projector live sound etc.

Digital Photography
403-835-2762 or 29 DREAM 37326)

(Coloured, black and white)
Special Packages Available For All Occasions in Calgary

digital enhancement
Punjabi Rang Radio| Z O L :1jl"

o

aljinder Singlh

L) e
D)@

Graphic Designer

All types of Newspaper Advts. Newspaper
Planning, Designing of Catalogues, Brochures etc.

freagdma® i € Uge T JArdt T, Afas,
mafea Iasta 5% fana aa=@ vt Auda a9

+91-92167-29598
E-mail : akashdeep.1064@gmail.com | baljinderptal@gmail.com

Video film with single, double
& multiple camera system
(Broadcast Quality)

i?éﬁ&%%ﬂ Mandeep Dhaliwal
SATURDAY) 416-648-9053
Producer/Host 4 1 6_898_89 3 2

Chamkaur Singh Phulewala

Email punjabirang13@hotmail.com

- .
Ce" : 416 662 1313 202-895 Lawrence Ave E, North York, ON M3C 3L2

Hiring Drivers/Owners/Operators

dhaliwal.mandeepl1l37@gmail.com

: /"I We Offer: We Require: For:
= “ Competitive Salary * 2 Years Experience *GTA
™ * Fuel Cards “ Clean Current Abstract * ON-QC
E H L H H H * Late Model Equipment * @ability to Cross Border * ON-MB-AB-BC
“ NewPay Package * Positive, Professional attitude * USA

* On Site Maintenance Facility
* Extra Drops and Pickups Paid
* Guaranteed Miles Per Month
* Guaranteed Home Time

Frightline inc. Balraj Singh Manager

647-701-6991
FAX: 416-644-8882
EMAIL: dispatch@galaxvfreightiine.com

* 1580 Britannia Road East *Mississauga *ON *L4W IJEI

www.galaxvireightline.com
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HOMELIFE SILVERCITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE Independently Owned & Operated

Harbans Singh

Sales Representative

416-817-7142 [
905-913-8500 @

dharbans@hotmail.com =

HARJIT S. SAHOTA

Sales Manager

S 04593775 racemsnnn | |

= Email : thekireisales@hotmail.com
J 12652 82nd Avenue, Surrey, BC Canada

T

M
&8 1L

fourahnt feg g3 €3a Sfgmr Ha?ﬂaa?gﬂy?;emahrrfeshrr o gty & 3 ga8n i Rdaai yare 413, Ag Hfumt e, ot : i Wigre
IEIOMELIFE—I MI‘ E{P E R I O R Rep'l.\:::ry‘ting

INANCIAL GROUP INC financial institutions

SuperVisa,Life Insurance
Disability, Critical lliness, Health

SPECIAL DISCOUNT \o“/f%k
FOR VISITORS, TRUCKERS, F EE ﬂUU E

WORK PERMIT, REFUGE & \
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Call: 416.209.6363 s-.
l?.alaxv Kitchen Gabinets Ltd

Residential & Commerc:a!

Crll
Hardeep Atwal
Financial Adviso

Call for Free Estimate :

Sarbjit S Mangat 778-549-4740

* Entertainment Units #12-13325 - 76 Ave. Surrey BC V2W 2V8 | F. 604-503-0058

* Custom Cabinets
* Countertops
* Vanities Bars

NEMNEDY NEGRANCAL LT

Plumbing & Radiant Heat

Sukhi Johal
604-339-8717

Bob Dhesi
778-709-1115

7985 133 A Street Surrey, BCV3W 4R4
Plumbing . Gas Fitting . Radiant Heat

Kulwant S. Dhesi  Kelly)

President & CEQ n "E

Enterprises gymn
Specialize in: Flatbed, Stepdeck
RGN & Multiple Axle

(" : (604)501-3934

B (604) 501-3953 12454 - 110 Avenue

Surrey,BCV3V 3J6
Toll Free 1-866-501-3101
Fax Free 1-866-501-3102

+ (604) 780-6115
¥ : kelly@dhesient.com
‘ﬂ* : www.dhesient.com
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25+ years
of experience

MALKIT SWAICH

778.889.9526 §

« General Contracting

« Quality Framing
+ 2-5-10 Year Warranty

« Quality Custom Homes

- AC

95%
[ Warany,

S im
NMECHANICAL LTD

We rmiake custorrners nnof sales

S E Rv I c E S Townhouse

Project -
-

—

Residential

- HEAT PUMP

- FURNACE

- HRV - CRV

- SHEET METAL

- WALK IN COOLER & FREEZER
WE DO INSTALL & SERVICE
ALL MMAJOR BRANDS

Ritesh VVashisht

10 Vear Labor Warranty

Email:

ledX

York Avthorized Dealer

wl YORK

simplexmechanical@ehotmail.com
www.hvacsurreybc.ca
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www.malwatires.ca

UNIT - JK 8616 44 STREET
SE CALGARY, AB

Truck and Trailer Alignments

Wheel Balance

New and used Truck and Trailer Tires

Change overs, Rotations and Flat Repairs

FOR MORE INFO, CALL
Q 403-899-1985 0 9 NoBLE
24/ SERVICE

services@malwatires.com
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agw HOMELIFE SILVERCITY

REALTY INC.,BROKERAGE

,7 CANADA WIDE

BROKERAGE WITH HOMELIFE BRAND

New Head Office
905-913-8500

50 COTTRELLE BLVD., UNIT 29, BRAMPTON

TEAM OF OVER 450 REALTORS
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REALTY INC.,.BROKERAGE (INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED)

NOW HIRING NEW /EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

contract

JOIN ONE OF FASTEST GROWING BROKERAGE

CALL HEAD OFFICE TODAY

WWW. HomequeSHvermtyTeam com

BALJIT GARCHA AJIT GARCHA

647.500.6500 647.204.9500

Address:
11775 Bramalea Rd. Brampton

(}HJ Oy QJ-»
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fPuniab Supcr (Oisa Insurance

» Life Insurance o Mortgage Insurance e Critical lllness
Insurance o Disability Insurance « RESP, RRSP

303, 7- Westwinds Cres. NE Calgary AB, Canada T3J5H2
HARPINDER SIDHU  Website : www.calgaryinsurancequotes.com

(403) 404-3500 Y :
Ta ra Ia ke Taralake Dental offers Full Iﬁ%f}.LAK!E ’

Range of General and Cosmetic

De nta I Dental Services

We Offer
Oral Exams and Checkups | Dental Cleanings | Children's Dentistry

Cosmetic Procedures : Crowns, Bridges | Teeth Whitening | Tooth Coloured Fillings
Same Day Emergencies | Root Canals | Wisdom Tooth Extraction

Ph. : 403-455-1600 | Fax : 403-764-9788

| contact@taralakedental.com | www.taralakedental.com
Unit 321 (2nd Floor) 7171 80th Ave NE Calgary, AB T3J OP6

I"

Thinking of Buying or Selling
Your Home?

A foA 3y e Stue usleeT A
PN\ 29 52 5+ v ot fue &9
GS VIANN

587-777-7000

www.myfirsthomeincalgary.ca

TRANSPORT

7 US &Canada
(“ a;oe . . ==K3Bonded

Bob Dhaliwal Description o ) ) ) )
Procident We're currently hiring AZ drivers and O/O for Long haul to California and Midwest ( Flatbed)

Phone# 1-844-820-3434EXT112  y1iarane are oforing (awest

647-554-9723 e Great Pay e Great work environment e Consistent work & and miles! e Scale bypass
Fax #1-416-981-3515 Requirements for our AZ Truck Driver positions:
19 Wheeler Dr e Valid AZ license e Previous 2 Year min Experience moving a tractor trailer ¢ Clean Abstract &
Bolton, ON L7E4H8 Commercial Driving record e Clean Criminal Background.

Email : bob@dmtransport.ca For further details on hiring, please apply directly & we will be in touch. Feel free to e-mail your resume at

Web i www.dnitransport.co BOB@DMTRANSPORT.CA or call me Bob 416-318-5032

HARCHARAN PARHAR S LS O
Wrbroddetsicsnaiabiancasoibes 403-681-8689

COMMERCIAL AUTO | COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ) X
RENTAL PROPERTY LIABILITY | TRUCKING etc. Email: hp8689@gmail.com

B\, Submit quote info online at: WWW.harcharanparhar.com




