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The author is Professor
Emeritus, Centre for Economic
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, and New Delhi

I have little ideological
sympathy for the Maoists. |
believe that the transition from
a neo-liberal State to one
representing the interests of the
workers and peasants can
occur only through a defense
and deepening of democracy,
rather than through armed
struggle resulting in a
dictatorship of one particular
political party, which is the
Maoist vision. The dénouement
they visualize does not, in my
view, overcome the problem of
alienation; it depoliticizes the
people, and ultimately gets
either overthrown by capitalism
or transformed into capitalism.
But notwithstanding all my
differences with them, | am
appalled by the atrocious
treatment currently being
meted out to Maoists (or
suspected Maoists) who are
lodged in prisons by the Indian
State.

One of the supposed
"ideologues" of the Communist
Party of India (Maoist), Kobad
Ghandy, went on a hunger
strike on May 30 protesting
against ill-treatment in Tihar jalil,
where he claims he was being
denied basic facilities,
necessary medicines and
medical attention, and made to
shift frequently from one cell to
another. Since he has a kidney
ailment, in the course of the
treatment of which he was
arrested from a south Delhi
hospital in September 2009,
and also several others major
ailments, the denial of
medicines and medical
attention was a serious matter.
He called off his hunger strike
on June 5, only after a court
ordered the jail authorities to
provide him with basic facilities
and adequate healthcare. The
fact that the court had to do so
underscores as much the
veracity of his claim, as the
absurdity of the fact that it
needs a judge's order to

|

A war and its crimes

The Nuremberg principle and the
State's treatment of Maoists

provide a jail inmate, and that
too a political prisoner, with
basic facilities.

In the case of G.N.
Saibaba, a professor of English
at the Delhi University, who
was arrested a year ago for
alleged "Maoist links" and
lodged in Nagpur central prison,
there has not even been any
judicial relief so far. He is
wheelchair-bound, being 90 per
cent handicapped owing to
post-polio paralysis; and his
condition has deteriorated
considerably during the last
year, with several serious
additional ailments also
afflicting him. According to his
lawyer, the extreme heat in the
special, secluded cell, where
he is lodged, makes him faint
every single day. Such
inhuman treatment of a
disabled person, and that too of
a person under trial against
whom no charges have been
proved, should be
impermissible in any society, let
alone a society claiming to be
democratic.

The Maoist prisoners are
not the only ones being singled
out for inhuman treatment.
Muslim youths in several north
Indian towns are regularly
picked up as "terror suspects"”
and lodged in jails for years,
during which they do not even
have adequate access to legal
defence. Their chances of
acquittal, even when innocent,
are naturally small; and, if
acquitted, they neither get any
compensation from the State
for their lost years, nor any
employment owing to the
stigma of having been a "terror
suspect” (a stigma that does
not go away despite the
acquittal).

Many may feel that since
the Maoists are "waging a war"
against the Indian State, in
which several military and
paramilitary personnel are
being killed daily, the State's
treating them in this manner
should cause no great anguish.
After all, the Maoist leaders and
activists have chosen the path
of confrontation; so why should
they expect any softness from

the State?

There are several obvious
answers to this. First, the
question is not one of softness
but of legal rights. Second, a
political project must be
distinguished from a criminal
project, and while nobody
accused of being involved in
either should be at the receiving
end of inhuman treatment, this
principle must apply with even
greater force for political
prisoners. Third, in the specific
case of Professor Saibaba,
who occupied no position in the
Maoist leadership, even his
involvement  with that
movement is a matter that has
to be established. Fourth, under
the most elementary principle of
natural justice, namely that a
person is innocent until proven
guilty, the under trial prisoners
must be deemed innocent until
they are convicted, and must
therefore also be treated as
innocent. This principle is being
violated by the inhuman
treatment accorded to them.

There is, however, an
additional point that needs
reiteration in this context. At the
Nuremberg trial of the Nazi
leaders at the end of World
War Il for war crimes and
crimes against humanity, an
important principle was
established: namely, that a
person, for whom a moral
choice was possible, could not
evade responsibility for his
actions by claiming that he was
simply following a superior's
orders. It was on the basis of
this principle, which asserted
the culpability of individuals who
also happened to be members
of an organization that
sentences were handed out to
the Nuremberg accused.

This Nuremberg principle
has a number of important
implications. One cannot, for
instance, evade responsibility
for one's action by claiming to
be bound by the "discipline" of
an organization, including a
political party. One may follow
the principle that "nobody is
above the party", with the
implication that one must
always abide by "party

discipline" even if the action one
has to undertake for
maintaining that "discipline”
violates one's moral choice; but
invoking "discipline" does not
absolve one of individual
responsibility for that action.
The Nuremberg principle
interestingly was accepted by
all the judges at the trial, which
included those representing the
Soviet Union where the notion
of "being bound by party
discipline" would have been
expected to receive greater
sympathy.

But the Nuremberg
principle has a reverse side as
well. If nobody can evade
responsibility for his individual
actions by claiming that he
belonged to a disciplined
organization that asked him to
act in a certain way, then,
exactly on the same grounds,
nobody can also be held
responsible for the actions,
supposedly carried out at the
behest of such an organization,
in which he has played no part,
merely because he happens to
be an individual member of
such an organization. Just as
one cannot escape punishment
for one's actions by invoking
one's organizational affiliation,
likewise one cannot be given
punishment for actions in
which one has no part on the
grounds of one's organizational
affiliation. Responsibility for any
action in short must be
specifically assigned.

All this, it must be noted,
has nothing to do with the
action itself. | may exercise a
moral choice to act in a certain
manner that | consider
justifiable, but which the law of
the land as it exists, and the
judges who preside over the
administration of that law,
consider criminal. The
Nuremberg principle does not
say that one must accept the
law of the land; it concerns itself
only with the issue of assigning
responsibility for the violation of
the law. The Nuremberg
principle does not say for,
instance, that Surya Sen and
his comrades should not have
carried out the Chittagong
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armoury raid; it only asserts
that no person participating in
that raid could claim lack of
responsibility on the grounds
that he did this because
"Master da" asked him to do it.

It follows from this
Nuremberg principle that
nobody can be considered
culpable only because he
belongs to the Maoist Party. If
sheer membership of an
organization does not make
one culpable, if culpability for a
"crime" (which the individual
may not, of course, consider a
"crime") has to be established
specifically for that individual,
then, since every person must
be considered innocent until
proven guilty, each of the
under-trial Maoists must be
considered innocent. Even
though he may admit to being
a member of the CPI (Maoist),
and not just to subscribing to
the ideology of Maoism (which
is all that Professor Saibaba
has admitted to doing), he must
be charged specifically under
different counts of the law as an
individual, and, in addition, be
considered innocent until found
guilty.

It follows that even Maoists
admitting to party membership
but undergoing trial have to be
treated as innocent under law,
even by a State that is engaged
in a "war" with the Maoist Party.
Their rights as prisoners must
be respected and they must be
given humane treatment. Not
doing so would actually invite
charges against the prison
administrators who mete out
inhuman treatment; and they, in
turn, cannot, under the
Nuremberg principle, hide
behind the plea that they were
simply "acting on orders".
Everything | have said about
undertrial Maoist prisoners
holds with equal force for the
under-trial "terror suspects”
who, too, must be given
humane treatment in custody, if
at all they are kept in custody.
And the trials in both cases
must be expedited, so that no
under-trial person stays in
custody for more than a year, at
the most.
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Cuban workers caring for Nepal quake victims

W. T. Whitney Jr.

A new chapter in the story of
Cuba's outreach to the peoples
of the world began on May 12,
2015 with the arrival in
Katmandu, Nepal of 49 Cuban
health care workers - 25 are
physicians - to care for wounded
and distraught victims of the
earthquake that hit the region on
April 25.

They are members of
"Brigade 41" of the Henry Reeve
Brigade which has long
experience in  providing
emergency, follow-up, and
rehabilitative care in situations of
natural disaster or epidemics.
This was the 41st time since its
formation in 2005 that Brigade
surgeons, medical doctors,
nurses, and technicians have
gone abroad to 24 different
countries where these conditions
were playing out.

A native of Brooklyn, New
York, Henry Reeve, in 1869,
joined rebels in Cuba fighting for
independence from Spain. He
was 27 years old and a brigadier
general when died in battle in
1876.

Upon their arrival the
Cubans set up a fully-equipped
emergency hospital in
Katmandu's Kirtipur district next
to a Nepalese medical center,
where 50 recovery beds were
made available for their patients.
They assembled translators,
met with Nepalese health
officials, and coordinated efforts
with World Health Organization
representatives and other
international teams.

Encouraged by
Katmandu's Cuba solidarity
organization, a contingent of the
Brigade moved to the hard-hit
Bhaktapur district where over the
five initial hours the Cubans saw
512 patients, mostly for triage,
minor injuries, and pre-existing
illnesses.

A strong secondary

earthquake on the day the
Cubans arrived added to the
flood of injured people needing
care; many required surgery.

The Henry Reeve Brigade
was hardly the only international
group caring for earthquake
victims in Nepal. Others teams
include those of the Doctors
without Borders organization,
and several physician-nurse
groups from U.S. and Canadian
hospitals. Included in the U.S.
aid package are the services of
120 U.S. Marines, four Osprey
tilt-rotor aircraft, and one
helicopter.

Only the Cuban health
workers, however, were there
as the result of national
planning, budgeting, and
experience extending over
decades. Prior to formation of
Henry Reeve Brigade and
beginning in 1960, 36
emergency medical units had
already provided care in 24
countries.

Cuban Health Minister
Roberto Morales bade farewell
on April 9 to 15 medical
specialists leaving to deal with
floods in Chile. He recalled that
he himself, in 1960, had joined
Cuba's first international
medical relief team, which also
went to Chile, that time in
response to a serious
earthquake.

Three Brigade missions
are particularly noteworthy.
Within two weeks of an
earthquake in Pakistan that
killed 250,000 people in 2005,
over 3,000 Cuban medical
personnel were in the snow and
mountains working out of 32
field hospitals to care for the
injured. They stayed for six
months.

Cuban doctors were the
first to arrive in Haiti to provide
medical relief after the massive
earthquake there in 2010. They
were joined by hundreds of
Cuban doctors already working
in Haiti and medical students
from Haiti and other countries
who had been studying in Cuba.
Cuban doctors have taken the
lead in combating the post-
earthquake cholera epidemic
still ravaging Haiti.

And on May 22 the last of
the 256 Henry Reeve Brigade
physicians returned to Cuba
from West Africa where for six
months they had been treating
Ebola patients. As the People's

World reported recently, the
Annual Conference of Norwegian
Trade Unions on Feb. 4
nominated the Henry Reeve
Brigade to receive the Noble
Peace Prize for its work against
the epidemic. Canadian
Professor John Kirk, an expert on
Cuba's medical internationalism,
supports the nomination. He cites
Operation Miracle, the Cuban -
Venezuelan program that has
surgically restored sight to more
than three million people, Cuba's
medical care for thousands of
children sickened by the 1986
Chernobyl nuclear plant disaster,
and the Latin American School of

Medicine (ELAM) that in ten
years has graduated over 20,000
physicians from 84 countries.

Kirk could have mentioned
124,000 Cuban health
professionals who've worked in
over 154 countries since 1960
and also 50,000 of them working
in 67 countries now.

Argentinian ELAM graduate
Emiliano Mariscal in 2011
reported on his work in Haiti as
a medical student after the
earthquake there. He discusses
the future role ELAM graduates
might play in international
medical outreach and elaborates
upon principles motivating such

efforts.

He has in mind a "health
organization whose members
will be health professionals
graduated in Cuba and
elsewhere in Latin America who
identify with principles of
internationalism, solidarity,
brotherhood, humanism, and
love to the neighbor without
distinction of creed, race, sexual
orientation, or social condition -
and thus improve the quality of
life of the community with
concrete results." For, as Fidel
says, "the consciousness of
being human creates objective
conditions."

THIS HIHIS W Miee & Aelet fegar 'S A HaT 3 wisH feerfealt

H&UT : 0ATY € #Mard<y
TBfot feg feg H9g 53 99 &%
uSt A<qit fa € I913 wredrd
N ABUT & HEd, 3HIT B4,

gIF W'EIrd IS T BT
fafewragt I3sT IJU @
fafiprraEtHT AN A feagaaT I8t
w3 mue fees Aret w3 g 2%
Ue dares § ue a3 famrrd
TUfIg 1:20 TH IHIF AJHIZ
wrée At € H3a €9, €7 I3
WEdrd I% € HItE J9379
Jdt gttt aHet ©F 398 ASIS
A3d 37. JWHd a9 M3 IHet
Heat & €at & €0 '3 =9 udet
T IS BT T I9 U GF7 &
gy feefeatt feat aret| fem v

'3 HIZ yurs mieiad i, A89%
A3d 37. JWEld dJ, yAT&9T
A3® firwr Awr, gr. Jrad< Rs
Je3, Afded aHdt d83, anet
HEd IHIF JOHIZ, IHIS Hars
IH UHST, IHIF JoHIs fAw
€37, ITHIT HAJIgY, Jdf=ed
3%, g%9Id o9 g3, fugtus
fArw H=hiwr, es97H ST,

H&HATS AW %3 Aee Hed AH
&%, g9ty faw, g&feeqd 449, ar.
W&o, IAT fw, HaHIg ag, 99
IC, U iy g W3 oF 9918
WTEdTd IHET € HE '3 wrE
fafamwmagt 93aT dU @ VY 9%79
7. meAls fiw g (G, 319
359 €< YatLdinet, #i3na)
w3 A frfterraet o A |




HdaaT @ e

14

g% 2015

3rd All India Conference on Linguistics & Folklore

The Padma Shri Awardee
and a renowned Punjabi poet,
Dr Surjit Patar bemoaned the
mammon worship in the
present era and youth's craze to
go abroad. He was speaking at
the inauguration of the "3rd All-
India Conference on Linguistics
and Folklore" at the Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
today. The conference has been
jointly organized by the
Department of Agricultural
Journalism, Languages and
Culture (DAJLC), PAU and
Punjabi Linguistics Association,
Patiala under the theme
"Emerging Trends in Literature,
Language and Folklore."
Delegates from across the
country are participating in the
conference.

Dr Patar, who was the
chief guest, expressed concern
over youth distancing itself from
Punjabi language and folklore.
He emphasized on preserving
mother tongue as well as
Punjabiyat. "I have 42 years of
association with PAU. This
University has produced many
litterateurs and has won
maximum Sahitya Akademi
Awards. PAU has left no stone
unturned in keeping the glory of
Punjabi culture alive," he stated.
Dr Patar also spoke about the
deplorable condition of
government schools in the state.

The Guest of Honour, Mr
Harcharan Bains, Media Advisor
to Punjab Chief Minister,
exhorted the teaching fraternity

to have love and passion for
their work. He claimed that
Punjabi language was not dying,
rather its status was being
elevated in the state. He said
fanaticism in language should
not be there as in global era, one
language is a blend of many
other languages. Thoughts,
ideologies and technologies
create new ideas, he added.
Voicing concern over female
foeticide and other social evils
prevailing in the society, Mr
Bains stressed on fighting and
uprooting them.

Another Guest of Honour,
Dr Gulzar Sandhu, Prof. of
Eminence, Punjabi University,
Patiala, shared his memorable
moments of his tenure as Joint
Director Communication, PAU.
He stressed on recognizing and
respecting the traditional values
and culture.

In his presidential remarks,
Dr Baldev Singh Dhillon, Vice-

Chancellor, PAU said this
University has  earned
international recognition in
agriculture, sports and

promoting Punjabi Virsa. He
said literature preserves ideals
of mankind including love, faith,
duty, freedom, and reverence.
He called for intellectually
rewarding interaction among the
experts during the conference
and suggested having next
seminar on "Effect of Folk
Songs on Punjabi Youth."

In his key note address, Dr
Nahar Singh, Former Dean,

Faculty of Languages, Panjab
University, Chandigarh
underlined the need for
promoting Punjabi culture and
moral values among the
younger generation. He
suggested reinterpretation of
latest fields of folklore including

films, singing, dancing, fashion,
and consumer market, and
called it an area of cultural
anthropology. S. Singh also
lauded Punjabi women for being
creative.

Dr B.S. Khera, President
of the Association, traced the

history of establishment of
Punjabi Linguistics Association
(PLA). Highlighting that PLA is a
big organization comprising
1200 members, he said it has
worked extensively on language.
He said this conference aims at
studying the attitude of the
students towards their cultural
heritage.

Earlier, Dr Neelam Grewal,
Dean, Postgraduate Studies and
Convener of the Conference
welcomed the dignitaries and
the delegates. She observed,
"Language is a mainstay of
knowledge and opens doors for
creativity and imagination.”
Folklore helps people to remain
connected to their roots and
keeps their conscience alive,
she added.

Dr Jagdish Kaur, Head,
DAJLC proposed the vote of
thanks. Ms Gulneet Chahal,
expert of DAJLC, coordinated
the programme.

On the occasion, Dr
Dhillon felicitated the dignitaries.
A set of five publications was
released on the occasion.
These include "Paaird te
Parchawan" by S. Gurmeet
Sandhu, "Meri White House
Pheri" by Mr C.S. Pannu,
"Anandmai- Importance of
Happiness in Family Life" by Dr
Sarabjeet Singh (DAJLC),
"Post-Feminist Voices" by Dr
Ashoo Toor (DAJLC) and
"Punjabi Baramah atey Vijeg
Paramparah" by S. Gurmeet
Sohi.
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